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commissioner Chad Meyers. Jeffery was second to Horvath in almost
every category this season, and host Lanny Fisher even stated at one
point in the night if "Horvath had two broken legs all we would be
talking about is Jay Jeffery." But when all the votes were in, Jefery
edged Horvath - who had a phenomenal league season once again - in
total points, 615 to 610, or the difference of one third place vote (five
points). Jeffery had 23 first place votes, and Horvath had 21.
Firebaugh finished third with 205 points (two first place votes) and
Justin Newcomer finished fourth with 115 points. Scott Martin had
100 total points, but took home the final two first place votes.

"We had a great season this year, sure we had our ups and downs, but
in the end it was awesome," said the infielder.

To see the complete description of all the nominees, click here.
Rusty Bumgardner was the main attraction of the night, coming up from N

than that, spending Friday night at dinner with teammates (that he insisted
Care activities.

'T have been following Street Kids for over a year now and along with
them being a great team on the field, its their work off the field that
really got my attention," said the 24-time major world champion. "l
spent an hour straight on Thursday night before I came here to South
Bend just watching videos and I will tell you, I was in tears over some
of'that stuff. You guys - all of you here - are amazing people and this
will be one of the highlights of my life, coming here, not just softball, but
my entire life. I mean that."

Rusty spoke about several things, including the banquet weekend, and
how much he enjoyed spending time with some children at the Childrens
Hospital in South Bend.

"We had a great time at the hospital, especially meeting little Hector,"
Bumgardner said. "He was pretty excited and I was too! We gave
away some Combat shirts and some posters... it was just a great time there for sure." See the video here...

Following the visit to the hospital, Rusty went to the Penn Township Food Pantry, where we gave away some toys to Mike Hayes,
the director, to be given away to some needy families.

"That was really neat going to their place in Mishawaka. Mike Hayes and the folks at Penn Township do a great thing and I was just
happy that TJ and I could go over there and help out," he said.

The entire evening was recorded by Josh Taylor and photographs were taken by SJ2 Photography, a new sponsor of Street Kids
Softball, so for those that missed the event, there will be avenues for you to see how awesome the event was. Videos should be
released later this week.

Lanny Fisher hosted the event this year and did a fantastic job. Using his normal wit and sense of humor, Lanny kept the evening
refreshing and light, and at times made sure he reminded people just how special Street Kids Care is and encouraged everyone to
get involved.

"You don't even have to be a member of this team to come to some of the events," Fisher said near the end of the night. "Come see
first hand what its like and I promise you, you will go away with a new feeling you never had before."

Myself, TJ Jorgensen, spoke briefly prior to Rusty being introduced and
made sure I thanked the sponsors, including two of which were in
attendance on Saturday, Home Comfort Experts and Pinnacle Athletic
Club. I also made sure to thank my beautiful and supportive wife,
Courtney. People never realize that if your wife or girlfriend does not
want you to play, you will not play! I am fortunate that my wife
understands my passion and of course has a huge hand in what we


file:///I:/TJ's%20Main%20Folder/Yahoo%20SiteBuilder/sites/streetkids/sitebuilder/preview/12-5-10-nominees.html
file:///I:/TJ's%20Main%20Folder/Yahoo%20SiteBuilder/sites/streetkids/sitebuilder/preview/care12-4-10.html
http://www.sj2photography.com/




that through the website and him keeping us informed," he continued. "He's overcome some of those challenges because of faith,
teammates, support, and family to be where he is at today."

Shane Varga was presented the award and was welcomed to the stage with a standing ovation by those in attendance. When he
accepted the award from Todd, he saw the picture on the plaque and was immediately moved emotionally.

'"T am really appreciative to be the one up here, but this award could go to anyone," said Varga, fighting through emotion. "I made it
my goal to get back to playing with my team, with my friends but I made sure that even through my struggles I would do my best to
give back to the community. Not only does it feel good, but I feel like its my moral obligation to do it."

Varga went on to talk about the different things that Street Kids Care took part in this year and when he got to the story of Carter, a
young boy who was battling cancer from New Carlisle, he began to get even more emotional.

"This little guy had been through so much," Varga added. "He is only five years old and we were able to go as a team and get him a
brand new Wii with about 30 games and a bunch of us delivered it to him and his family had a big picnic for us and everything. He is
the neatest little kid and it breaks your heart to see someone so young have to go through that (cancer). When I went through it, I
was a mature adult, I was fully aware of the challenges ahead of me. But when you are just five years old, you have no clue whats
happening to you. They don't understand how you have to get sick to get better (chemotherapy), and it was just heartbreaking.

"Every year we set out to win championships. Thats what teams do, they make goals on the field and do what they can to achieve
them. But this award is so meaningful to me because after my playing days are done, no one will remember how many
championships I won. But I know that there are a lot of people that we helped that will remember that about our team and those
mvolved."

After Shane's moving speech, which can be seen in its entirety later on video later, Lanny introduced Joe Horvath who accepted his
first of three awards on the night, the offensive player of the year award. This award goes to the batter who leads the team in hitting.
Joe won the triple crown for the second straight year, and the batting title for the third straight year.

"Thanks to my teammates for putting me in the situation to drive them in or swing away, which in league was practically every time,"
joked Horvath.

Shane Varga presented the coach of the year award to Teddy Panagakos, who just finished his second year coaching with Street
Kids. The veteran player began playing softball in 1975 with Legus Shell out of Niles, which would become Stadium Dental. He
remained with that team for 19 years.

'T just want to thank my wife, Ellen, for allowing me to continue to chase my dream of winning another state title," said the former
Michigan State Class BB MVP. "Also to my teammates, its been a lot of fun these past two years. I know I dont play, and some
guys are like who is this guy? But I have a blast being with you guys. I was pretty sick this year and missed a lot ofaction, but I told
my wife that [ had one goal, and that was to make it back before the end of the season and get on the field. TJ gave me that
opportunity at the end of the season, giving me a chance to pinch hit. I grounded out, but it meant the world to me."

The next award was the comeback player of the year, presented by last years host, Terry Patesel. The winner was Jason Jeffery.
Jeffery improved almost every offensive category and stepped up his defense tremendously as well. Not known for many words in
front ofa crowd, he kept it short and sweet.

'T havent been myself these past couple of years," the soft spoken leader said. "With some knucklehead things off the field, to my
mom being sick to Berto passing, its been rough. But I feel like I'm back and I dont plan on going anywhere."

The next award was the Pinnacle Gold Glove Award, presented by Dave Wolfram and Stephanie Hazen of Pinnacle Athletic Club,
one of the sponsors of Street Kids Softball. As mentioned earlier, Chris Firebaugh won the award and similar to Jeffery, isnt much of
a speaker.

"I just want to thank everyone for voting for me," said the newest member of Pipac/Easton in USSSA Conference in 2011. "l want
to thank Pinnacle and TJ for everything, and my old lady for letting me play so much. There were a lot of days I left before the sun
came up and didn't get home until the sun went down just for softball. So this means a lot. Thanks."

Following the gold glove award, Chad Meyers of Mishawaka Softball presented the winner of the league player of the year to Jason
Jeffery, who narrowly beat Horvath, but deserved it so much. Meyers spoke briefly prior to giving the award.

"The SK'S team has been a part of this league for about seven years, and each year they seem to come away with at least one title, in
either summer or fall, and in most cases both," said Meyers. "The level of competition has been raised because of Street Kids and
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